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A Reflection from Fr. Paul

Parish Updates from Fr. Paul

How many times do you pray in a week to ask God for
something? For yourself? For others? For our country?
Etc. How many times do you pray a week to thank God
for something? | suspect most of us are better at asking
than thanking. It is crucial for our spiritual development
that we do both. Why?

Petition: We do not pray prayers of petition to tell God
what to do. He already knows, better than we do! Prayers
of petition remind us that we are not in control-that God
is the one who is leading and guiding everything.

Thanksgiving: Prayers of thanksgiving remind us that we
haven’t earned everything ourselves, that everything is a
gift from God. That realization helps us to be humble, not
full of ourselves because WE have done it. That attitude
and understanding help us to be more in tune with the
needs of others and open to being generous.

My suspicion that we ask, much more than thank, is
supported by this: every week, we Salvatorian religious
men get a list of requests for prayers that have been sent
to our community. The list we received on October 3"
had nine requests and one prayer of thanksgiving. Most
times, there are no prayers of thanksgiving.

November 27™ we will celebrate Thanksgiving Day in the
United States. Let’s make sure that we make it more
than a family day to share a special meal; may we thank
God from our hearts for all he has given us and done for
us, resolving to say as many prayers of thanksgiving in
the year ahead as we do prayers of petition. A grateful
heart will help us develop a closer personal relationship
with God.

| thank God for allowing me to be a part of this loving
community. God bless and may you have a wonderful
and safe Thanksgiving.

All Parish Meetings: Please plan on staying after Mass
on the weekend of November 8"-9" for our annual parish
meetings. In addition to sharing on what is happening,
including talking about the results of our parish survey,
there will be time for questions and answers.

The meeting will hopefully take no more than 30 minutes.
Please bring your copy of the survey results with you to
the meeting.

All Parish Survey: Thank you to the 106 parishioners
who returned the survey. A summary report is included in
this newsletter and, as indicated above, | will talk about
it more at our parish meeting after Masses the weekend
of November 8"-9™.

Clarification on Collection Baskets at Mass: We do
not pass collection baskets at offertory time. Your
donations to support the parish should be put in the
wooden boxes on the tables at the end of each aisle in
the back of church when you enter or leave church. The
baskets in the front of the church by the sanctuary steps
are for our social programs to help those in need, for
example, the St. Vincent de Paul Meal Program.

Please keep this in mind, so that your donation goes to
the correct place. Thank you.

Fellowship Space / Church Updates: As several
commented in the survey, our church could use some
“sprucing up.” Last year, we submitted a plan to the
Archdiocese to do that, in addition to creating a
fellowship/meeting space in the back of church by
removing eight rows of pews and building a glass wall.

While it was approved and recommended by the
Archdiocesan building committee, it was rejected by our
former Archbishop. | have asked our new Archbishop for
permission to move forward with the project and what
steps to take. | am waiting for an answer. Please keep
the success of this endeavor in your prayers.

[Cont’'d next page.]
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Parish Updates from Fr. Paul, Cont'd

Combined Collection: Our collection the first two
weekends in  October to support Catholic Home
Missions, Catholic Relief Services, support for the Holy
Father’s social outreach initiative, World Mission
Sunday, etc. raised $1,186. Thank you for your
generosity.

Pledge Drive for 2026: You should have recently
received a mailing for our 2026 Pledge Drive. If you
didn’t, please contact the parish office. The mailing
included information on how we spend our financial
resources, as well as a parish report giving statistics and
listing all our ministries and outreach programs. Please
prayerfully consider what you can pledge for next year to
support all these ministries and then return the pledge
card. This information helps us tremendously in our
planning and budgeting processes. If you misplace the
pledge card, there are more in the back of church and
the parish office. Thank you for your continued support
of our community. PACT: Pius Always Comes Through!

Sister Parish Financial Support: As we come to the
end of our annual collection to support Mother of the
Savior parish in Nakapanya, Tanzania, we have $8,153 to
send to them. | thank you for your generosity. Father
Cuthbert will give us a report of how the money is used.
PACT: Pius Always Comes Through!

Parking Lot Construction: | spoke last week with the
owner of Cardinal Capital, who told me that construction
on the apartments will begin the end of December or the
beginning of January. We have been waiting a number of
years, so | hope it happens! Stay tuned!

Catholic Teaching and St. Pius X Customs:
Sometimes people ask why we do certain things
differently than other parishes and/or they ask, “why
don’t we follow what the Church says?” Well, sometimes
we are following what the Church says and it struck me
as an opportunity to explain what the Church teaches.

A big issue, the first | would like to address, is
immigration. | have received comments like, “our
prayers for immigrants favor Democrats over
Republicans; we should not be political.” Praying for
immigrants is NOT political and is NOT favoring
Democrats over Republicans, just as praying for the end
of abortion is not favoring Republicans over Democrats.

Catholic social teaching is very clear about respecting
the human dignity of each person—the reason why we
pray for both these issues. It has nothing to do with
politics; it is Catholic social teaching.

In terms of immigration, both the Gospels and Catholic
social teaching call us to treat immigrants and refugees
in a humane fashion. Pope Leo has called US bishops to
be more involved in the protection of immigrants and has
asked all Catholics to pray for immigrants. Doing so is a
demand of our faith, responding to the Gospel and
Catholic social teaching. It is not favoring a political
party.

As we enter the liturgical season of Advent, my
prayer is that it may be a reflective and spiritually
fulfilling time for you. God bless.
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Catholic Identity by Holly Cartier

Oscar Wilde said, “every saint has a past; every sinner
has a future." | saw this in a book | was reading,
expanded to 'every saint has a sinner in his past; every
sinner has a saint in his future.” How hopeful this
statement is for all of us, reminding us of God's healing
and the power of redemption.

Many of the people we revere and hold as examples in
our Church have shady pasts and have gone through a
miraculous transformation in their lives that caused them
to turn fully to Christ. Most of us can name at least one
saint who started life in a way we would not want to
emulate: St. Augustine, St. Francis of Assisi, even St.
Paul.

In the gospels, Jesus often tells the sinners He

encounters, "go and sin no more” (John 8:11), or, “take
heart, your sins are forgiven” (Matthew 9:2). | have often
acted like a frightened child, refusing to admit my sin,
and have turned away from the healing grace Jesus
offers to me. In spite of that, every day, every moment,
God is willing to forgive my thoughts, my actions, my
inactions. Not only does he forgive, he takes my sins
upon his own shoulders and offers them as part of his
great sacrifice of Love.

Is there canonization in my future? Unlikely. But salvation
is offered to me, and to all of us, as long as we are open
to God's gifts of grace and love.

This is our faith, this is our Catholic identity.















