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A Reflection from Fr. Paul

Parish Updates from Fr. Paul

The last day of November this year, we enter the
liturgical season of Advent, a time of preparing ourselves
to celebrate the birth of our Savior, but also to reflect on
how we are doing at preparing ourselves for his coming
to us when we die. Most of the time, when we are
reflecting on our lives or preparing for confession, we go
through the Ten Commandments, the first law that was
written on stone tablets. Jesus came into the world to
give us a new approach to law, laws written on our
hearts: the beatitudes, summarized as the law of love.

The Ten Commandments represent justice: we act justly
when we don’t steal, when we don’t hurt someone else,
etc. If we don’t follow them, we could be arrested and
punished. That is written in stone.

The law that Jesus brought calls us out of ourselves in
love and mercy. If we don’t forgive someone, if we don’t
share with those in need, if we are not accepting of those
who are different, if we don’t hunger and thirst for
justice, etc., we are not hearing what Jesus is saying nor
are we following his example.

The parable of the Good Samaritan captures what | am
trying to say. This outcast, hated by the Jews, allowed
his heart “to be moved with pity” (as we often heard said
of Jesus) and helped an injured Jew, while other Jews,
following the law, ignored the injured man: their hearts
were of stone.

As we move through Advent, | invite us to reflect on how
we are doing at imitating Jesus by living the law of love.
One way to do it is to reflect on the Beatitudes, found at
the beginning Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount in Chapter 5
of Matthew. The Ten Commandments tell us how to be
just; the Beatitudes tell us how to have merciful hearts,
as did Jesus. At the last judgment, we won’t be asked if
we were just or fair, rather we will be asked if we fed the
hungry, welcomed the stranger, visited the lonely, and
so on. In other words, do we have hearts “moved with
pity? May God bless you and your family in this special
time of preparation to celebrate the birth of our Savior,
who modeled for us how to live the law of love.

All Parish Meetings: Thank you to the 115
parishioners who attended our parish meetings after
Masses the weekend of November 8"-9". | appreciate
your participation.

Advent Reconciliation Service: Advent is a time of
preparing ourselves to celebrate Christmas and one
important way is by receiving the sacrament of
Reconciliation. Our Advent Reconciliation service will be
held on Tuesday evening, December 16", at 7:00 pm.
Three priests will be available for individual confession
after the short service. Take advantage of this
opportunity to prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ
into our world.

Anointing of the Sick: The sacrament of the Anointing
of the Sick (which us old timers learned as Extreme
Unction) is NOT for when people are about to die. It is a
sacrament asking the Holy Spirit to accompany us as we
go through illness, whether it be physical, emotional,
and/or spiritual. That is why we have a communal
celebration of this sacrament every Advent and Lent,
liturgical seasons when we are examining our spiritual
failings and making efforts to grow. This Advent, our
anointings will be at the Masses the weekend of
December 20™-21%". One of my Salvatorian confreres will
assist me in anointing those who attend Mass that
weekend. Please join us and receive the graces of this
sacrament, as you prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth.

Pledge Drive for 2026: To date, we have received 101
pledges (from 23% of our families) for the coming fiscal
year. | thank those who have responded and ask others
to do so as soon as possible. If you have misplaced your
pledge card, you can find it online. There are also pledge
cards with envelopes in the back of church. Thank you
for your continued support of our community. PACT: Pius
Always Comes Through!

Scrip: A great way to support the parish at no cost to

you is to use Scrip (gift cards) for your everyday

purchases. | always use scrip for food and gasoline.
[Cont’'d next page.]
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For example, | pay $100 for a gas card and get $100
worth of gas. The parish gets a portion of what | paid
(e.g., $4 on the $100 gas card). | also feel safer using
Scrip for gas, because of the increasing number of times
credit card information is hacked when used at gas
pumps. We have Scrip for most purchases, including
many retail stores and restaurants. Scrip is sold after
some Masses and always in the parish office. It can also
be purchased online and shipped to your house. Talk to
one of our Scrip ladies or call the parish office to find out
what is available or how to shop online. Please support
the parish this way. | thank Megan and Tara for this
ministry on behalf of the parish.

Catholic Teaching and St. Pius X Customs:
Sometimes people ask why we do certain things
differently than other parishes and/or, “why don’t we
follow what the Church says?” Well, sometimes, we are
following what the Church says—and it struck me as an
opportunity to explain what the Church teaches. The
issue | would like to address this month is why we stand,
rather than kneel, for the Eucharistic Prayer. People who
have questioned me presume that the Church says we
should kneel, but that is not true. Since Vatican Il, the
Church says the preferred position is to stand—and that
is what is followed in most of the world. Have you been
to St. Peter’s in Rome? No kneelers. That has been my
experience in the many countries that | visited during the
years | was on my community’s General Council in
Rome. Historically, standing is more “traditional” than
kneeling. Kneeling came into use in the Middle Ages,
when the Pope was also the king of a country and it was

customary to kneel before royalty. Vatican Il simply took
us back to before that time. Coincidentally, we show
respect in our culture today by standing to greet
someone important. Here at St. Pius X, out of
consideration for those who want to kneel, we do have
kneelers in the first few rows (after the handicap row) in
the front left of the church.

Advent Outreach Projects: In Advent, each week we
concentrate on a different aspect of helping and
supporting others:

1.CARD SUNDAY: We support those who are alone
and homebound in our community.

2.GIFT SUNDAY: We support those living in
homeless shelters that have needs.

3.FOOD SUNDAY: We support those that come to
food pantries for basic food and survival.

4. PRAYER SUNDAY: We support those in special
need our prayer at this time.

| thank all who are working to make Christmas more
meaningful for those in need through Card Sunday, Gift
Sunday, Food Sunday, and Prayer Sunday, both those
who work to make these events happen and those who
contribute to make them effective. | also thank members
of our Seniors’ Club, who contributed gifts for those
living at St. Anne’s Salvatorian Campus. God bless you
all.

| pray that all of you will have a spiritually enriching
Advent and a joyful celebration of the birth of our Savior.

by ot 23

Catholic Identity by Holly Cartier

It's Advent again, the beginning of our Church year. | am
feeling nostalgic this year, but not for my past. | keep
thinking of all the years the Israelites waited for their God
and Messiah. When He came, not as a mighty general,
but as a mighty small cry in the night, He was not even
recognized. When He rose and his apostles saw Him
lifted into heaven, the rest of the world still did not
recognize Him. Even St. Paul, the great evangelist, had
to be knocked off his horse before he recognized Jesus
as the Messiah.

Jesus promised He would return, and so, as the Body of
Christ, His great Church, we still wait. Am |, are we,

doing all we can to make the world a place where we will
recognize Jesus when He returns? Do | see Him in the
least of my brothers and sisters? Am | loving them the
way Jesus loves me? Am | the example of forgiving as |
wish to be forgiven?

As | answer questions from the children | teach about
what | want for Christmas, | see the excitement in their
faces and hear the echo of, “I can't wait.” “I can't wait.”
And still we wait.

This is our faith, this is our Catholic identity.





















